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of ships and the amount of convoying necessary. In the end
I dismissed it, and yet could not help hoping . . . Rumours
in village as to it also. Debarkation said variously to take
place at Harwich and in Scotland etc. Numbers went up to
400,000. The most curious embroidery on this rumour was
from Mrs. A. W., who told Mrs. W. that the Russians were coming
via us to France, where they would turn treacherous to France
and join Germans in taking Paris. " We could not trust the
Russians." This .rumour I think took the cake. Yet Mrs.
Sharpe asked me seriously whether there was any fear of such
a thing.

Wednesday, September 2nd.

Yesterday I received an official invitation to go to London to
meet Masterman 1 as to the war.

The agent for Mrs. Cowley came and rounded up six men
for recruits on Monday night. Cook, second gardener, left this
morning. Lockyer says that practically all available men in
village have gone or belong to some reserve or other.

Thursday, September yd.

London absolutely as usual in summer, except the' call to arms'
on the taxis. Atkins lunched with me at Reform. Atkins
believed in Russian troops story, but had not much inside news.
Belloc said it was a question whether Germans would break
through Allies' line yesterday or to-day. Spender 8 told me a
lot of useful stuff for articles. He also said that Kitch. had
150,000 recruits before he would admit 100,000, and that he
now actually had over 200,000 while still advertising for them.
Recruiting organisation had broken down and the recruiting
campaign was off.

Conference at Wellington House of * eminent authors'. Hall
Caine, Zangwill, Parker, among them. Masterman in chair.
Zangwill talked a great deal too much. The sense was talked
by Wells and Chesterton. Rather disappointed in Gilbert
Murray, but I liked the look of little R. H. Benson. Masterman
directed pretty well, and Claud Schuster and the Foreign Office
representative were not bad. Thomas Hardy was all right.

1 Rt. Hon. C. F. G. Masterman, Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster.
* J. A, Spender, editor of the Westminster Gazette.
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